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Introduction
The Balkan Communication Network (BCN), founded following the Founding Conference held on 9-10 June 2005 under the leadership of SAM - Strategic Research Centre of the Foreign Ministry of the Turkish Republic, is the communication organization composed of prominent think tanks and strategic research centers of the Balkan countries. These countries include Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Macedonia, Moldova, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Montenegro, Turkey and Greece.  Until today, the following meetings have been held: Founding Conference, Ankara, 2005; Sofia, 2006; Bucharest, 2007; and finally Tekirdağ 2008 and 2010. 
The 5th Annual Conference of BCN was held on 30 April 2010 under the organization of Turkish Asian Center for Strategic Studies-TASAM with the cooperation of Strategic Research Center - SAM. It was during this meeting when the memberships of Moldova, Montenegro and Slovenia were approved. Likewise, it was confirmed in this meeting that the Balkan Communication Network was established as a platform giving the opportunity for co-operation between the think tank organizations of the region.  The Balkan Communication Network is evaluated as a framework for parallel diplomacy that seeks to contribute to reinforcing the trust and understanding among the peoples of the Balkan countries through the activities that would be conducted by the civil society organizations.  It has been emphasized that alternative and constructive approaches shall emerge for the decision makers through cooperation between member think tank organizations.   
The participants have found the opportunity to convey their messages to Mr. Alain Servantie, European Commission Enlargement Directorate Representative and Mr. Süleyman Şensoy, TASAM Chairman that their contributions to these meetings were expected and that the following meetings were to be held within the cooperation of the European Union and TASAM. In line with the spirit and the decisions of the Founding Conference held in Ankara in 2005, it has been decided during the last meeting that the following 6th BCN Annual Conference would be held in Ohrid-Macedonia on 14-18 September 2011 under the hosting of MANU-Macedonian Academy of Sciences and Arts - Centre for Strategic Research in co-organization with TASAM, under the main theme “Energy, Security and Human Development.”  
Main Theme Summary
As it is known, it has become increasingly clear that there are very serious difficulties related to energy sustainability, security and human development. Current energy production and usage moulds have major global and regional impacts on the environment, climate change and health on the one hand, and on the other hand oil and gas prices are rising fluctuating and human development is adversely affected.  These circumstances gradually culminate with the heightening of tensions especially in energy supplies and their transport systems, combined with increasingly poor geographical correlations between energy sources and users. There is an international consensus on recognizing three principal inter-related components of human development while developing a future of sustainable energy:
- Economic prosperity
- Social development
- Environmental protection 
Thus, sustaining both economic and human development while protecting the environment are the critical issues that have to be addressed when energy, security and human development are in question. Energy driven economic growth, high energy prices, heightened concerns about climate change and other factors demand that Balkan countries’ Governments assess their energy strategies. For an overall successful strategy; energy efficiency should be improved, sources of energy supply should be diversified and an effort should be made on shifting to alternative and renewable sources of energy. 
Within this context, the Balkan Communication Network is concerned about finding an answer to the questions: Is there inter-dependence between energy sustainability and security? Is it possible to achieve the primary human development goals with sustainable energy strategies?  Can nuclear energy be deployed securely without compromising human safety and environmental degradation? In the context of human development, the new energy policy may give birth to what kind of co-operation areas in the region?  
The Balkan Communication Network Conference will seek to respond those questions with the participation of energy experts and members of CSOs. Additionally, the issue of reinforcing the institutional functioning of the Network will be negotiated as the usual agenda. 
Main Theme
· Energy Resources in Balkans - Strategies and Opportunities for Co-operation 
· Energy Security and Energy Policy in the Balkans 
· Achieving Human Development Goals with the Sustainable Energy Strategy in the Balkans 
· Nuclear Energy: Human, Environmental and Safety Perspectives in the Balkans 
· Legal Framework for Sustainable Energy Development: International Treaties and Balkan Countries
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