Professor Jan Trąbka, M.D., Ph.D., born June 21, 1931, in Cracow, Poland. Faculty of Medicine of the Cracow Academy of Medicine finished 1955. Doctorate thesis entitled “Bioelectric activity of brain within the band 200-500 Hz” defended in 1961, habilitation dissertation: “Electrophysiological image of asymmetry of brain hemispheres”. Associate professor in 1977, in 1988 designed the full professor of neurological and computer sciences, 1974 - 1991 the head of the first in Poland Department of Medical Informatics, founded by himself. He also held a post of the deputy president of the Cracow Division of Polish Cybernetic Society. During the period of over 10 years (1991 - 2002), until retired, he had been a chairman of the Department of Biocybernetics of the Jagiellonian University Medical College. He was also the president of the Main Board of the Polish Society of Clinical Neurophysiology, member of the Committee of Neurological Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences, president of the Board of Clinical Neurophysiology of the Polish Academy of Sciences, member of the Scientific Council of the Academic Computer Centre “Cyfronet” Cracow. In 1980 elected the member of the International Institute of Brain Research, in 1985 - member of the International Society for Imaging of Brain in Psychiatry, in 1989 - member of the European Society of Sleep Research, in 1990 - corresponding member of Collegium Europaeum Jenense. 

During the period 1959 - 1960, as Rockefeller Foundation fellow, he was a scientific assistant at the Harvard University and Mass General Hospital in Boston, and at the same time he entered into cooperation with Norbert Wiener in the Mass Institute of Technology, Cambridge. This collaboration had a great influence on Professor Trąbka’s entire scientific activity expressed in original developing of cybernetics as combination of science and gnosis, but also in postulating of anticybernetic theses resulting from the chaotic-gnosive conception. This attitude was crowned with many works, including - between others - the book "Neurocybernetic" 1994) which is continuation of his views presented in two formerly published books: “Brain vs Consciousness” (1983) and “Brain and Its Self" (1991). The author presented therein his conception of “cybernetic universalism”. Professor Trąbka not only recognizes cybernetics as science on regulation and information, but he also broadens its theoretic horizons and practical applications towards a fall sphere of intellect, comprising in its range doctrinal and ideological respects. Cybernetics, as understood by Professor Trąbka, comprises the entire reality, half realistic, half mythical, with things which actually exist, which are probable and improbable. Cybernetic universalism serves as a most helpful tool, the only compass at attempting to address the conception of gnosive chaos (“Nature manifests its power: contemporary gnosis”, 1993). His long experience in dealing with cybernetics and reflections coming out of this experience are described by Professor Trąbka in the book “In the universal circle of cybernetics” (2001). 

In his works “Gnosis vs Neurological Sciences” (1997) and “Gnosis means Knowledge” (1998) Professor Jan Trąbka completed the notion of scientific epistemology with primary and fundamental sphere of man’s cognitive exploration i.e. reflecion, meaning: gnosis. Here, ethymologically understood gnosis is not an element of the religious trend gnosticism, nor is it a pragmatic science, gnoseology. Its source originates from presocratic Greek philosophy where gnosis meant intuitive knowledge of the world, knowledge then not subjected to logical and rational elaboration. This basic aspect of human existence is rarely raised in scientific considerations, and if it is, it is usually not too correctly treated as a derivative of rational putting in order of knowledge of the world, i.e. so-called colloquial knowledge or prelogical thinking. Emphasizing of exceptional and specific character of gnosive relation of man with the surrounding world and with himself and indicating of its irremovability and primordiality with regard to scientific epistemology is an unquestionale achievement of Professor Jan Trąbka who in his numerous works deals with this important, and often neglected, moment of our association with the world. Questions strictly connected with gnosis are imagination and consciousness (awareness) and this is why they have never been neglected in Professor Trąbka’s research. They present the focus in several publications like “Imagination” (2001) and “Consciousness. Localisationism and globalism“ (2001). Professor Trąbka’s research works containing theoretical contemplation on the theory of chaos (“Eternal chaos vs formation of the world”, 2000) and on many neuropsychological problems (“Brain Soul”, 2000; “Neuropsychology of Light”, 2003) stem out of rich clinical experience crowned with a wide range of experimental works connected with activity of brain and nervous system. 

Scientific achievements of Professor Jan Trąbka are contained in over 500 publications within the fields of neurology, neurophysiology, neuropharmacology, medical informatics and neurocybernetics, including 15 books.
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